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GTRI Brief-Feb2,2023 

 

Union Budget 2023-24 

 

Import duty changes focus on policy continuity and support Make in India. 

 

The import duty changes in Budget 2023 affect products that count for less than $14 
billion or 2% of the value in India's current merchandise import basket.  

This includes products where duty was increased or reduced. 

A large part of the budget exercise was devoted to reducing the number of duty slabs 
and exemptions.  

The government continued with the current import duty structure, making changes only 
when it has big reason to do so.  

This will allow the firms to think long-term. 

 

Details 

Customs duty changes fall into four broad groups. (I) Duty increases, (II) Duty 
reductions, (III) Correcting Inverted Duty Structure, and (IV) Reducing the number of 
duty slabs.  

 

(I) Duty increases.  

Combined Imports value for products where duty was raised is $12 billion or 1.6% of 
India's total merchandise imports in CY 2022.  

 

Significant products, along with import values for CY 2022 and details of duty 
increases, are: 

 

 Silver bars and Silver dore bars. Imports $6.6 billion, duty increased from 
6.1/7.5% to 10%. 

 Styrene. Imports $1.2 billion, effective duty increased from 2% to 2.5%. 

 Vinyl chloride. Imports $580 million, duty increased from 2% to 2.5%. 

 Naphtha. Imports $1.2 billion, duty increased from 2% to 2.5%. 

 Gold jewelry. Imports $950 million, duty increased from 20% to 25%. 

 Small Cars. Imports $390 million, duty increased from 60% to 70%. 

 Bicycles. Imports $42 million, duty increased from 30% to 35%. 

 Toys. Imports $58 million, duty increased from 60% to 70%. 

 



2 
 

 

 

 

(II) Duty Reductions.  

Combined imports value for products where duty is reduced is $2 billion or 0.27% of 
India's total merchandise imports in CY 2022. 

Significant products, along with import values for CY 2022 and details of duty 
reductions, are: 

 Palladium Tetra Amine Sulphate for the manufacture of parts of connectors. 
Imports $1.0 billion, effective duty reduced from 7.5% to zero. 

 Fish Feed to support domestic manufacture of shrimp feed. Imports $320 
million, duty reduced from 15% to 5%. 

 Fish meal. Imports $13 million, duty reduced from 15% to 5%. 

 Fish lipid Oil- Imports $9 million, duty reduced from 30% to 15%. 

 Ethyl alcohol for use in Ethanol Blending Programme. Imports $256 million, duty 
reduced from 5% to zero. 

 Crude glycerin for use in the manufacture of epichlorohydrin. Imports $91 
million, duty reduced from 7.5% to 2.5%. 

 Camera lens for mobile phone to support Mobile phone manufacturing. Duty 
reduced from 2.5% to zero. 

 Parts for the manufacture of open cells of TV panels, duty reduced from 5% to 
2.5%. 

 Seeds for use in the manufacture of rough lab-grown diamonds to help India 
get a toehold in this new sector-Duty reduced from 5% to zero.  

 Machinery for the manufacture of lithium-ion cells for batteries used in electric 
vehicles. Effective duty reduced to zero 

 

(III) Correcting Inverted Duty Structure. 

The budget rectified the inverted duty structure for Electric kitchen chimneys by 
bringing duties on inputs and output at the same level. 

 Effective duty on electric kitchen chimney – increased from 7.5% to 15%.  

 Effective duty on heat coils used in the manufacture of electric kitchen chimneys 
decreased from 20% to 15%   

 

(IV) Reducing the number of duty slabs. 

Basic Customs Duty slabs on goods other than textiles and agriculture have been 
reduced from 21 to 13. This was the most crucial exercise undertaken in this budget. 
Reducing the number of duty slabs without changing the final duty required 
rearranging effective duty and AIDC components.  
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Total imports under the above category are $95 billion or 13% of India's total 
merchandise imports in CY 2022. Coal (Coking, steam, and Bituminous) and Gold 
were critical items.  

In the case of Coal, effective duty was increased from 1 to 2.5% while AIDC was 
decreased from 1.5 to zero. So a total of both effective duty and AIDC remained 
unchanged at 2.5%. Coal importers will continue to pay the same duty.  

For Gold Bars, effective duty was decreased from 12.5 to 10%, while AIDC was 
increased from 2.5 to 5%. So the total of both effective duty and AIDC remained 
unchanged at 15%. Gold bar importers will continue to pay the same duty.  

For Gold, Dore bars effective duty was decreased from 11.85 to 10% while AIDC was 
increased from 2.5 to 4.35%. So a total of both effective duty and AIDC remained 
unchanged at 14.35%. Gold dore bar importers will continue to pay the same duty.  

  

GTRI, in its Brief on Jan 25, 2023, had suggested "A Four Point Plan For Customs 
Duties ."The four points included freezing import duties for five years, reducing the 
number of duty slabs, retaining duties on components, and correcting inverted duty 
structures. GTRI is happy that Budget 2023 acted on all the suggestions. 

 

GTRI Brief prepared by Ajay Srivastava, Co-founder GTRI 
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Disclaimer 

 

The information contained in this Report may be viewed solely as a resource for its users without any 

assurance. While the Report tries to provide high-quality content, the Materials provided in this 

Report are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including without 

limitation warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, and non-infringement. 

The Report does not make any warranties or representations regarding the accuracy or completeness 

of any Materials contained herein. GTRI will not be liable in any capacity for damages or losses to the 

user that may result from the use of or reliance on the information views expressed in this Report. 

GTRI shall not be responsible for any errors, omissions, or inadvertent alterations that may occur in 

this Report. 

 

About Global Trade Research Initiative 

GTRI aims to create high-quality and jargon-free outputs for governments and industry on issues 

related to trade, technology and investment from the perspective of development and poverty 

reduction. 

Mr Ajay Srivastava is the co-founder of GTRI. He took VRS from the Government of India in March 

2022. He is an Indian Trade Service officer with experience in trade policy making, WTO and FTA 

negotiations. He did MBA from Indian School of Business. 

Feedback 

Your feedback on this report is most welcome. Please email at ajay@centrefortrade.com. 
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